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The History of James Radford Millard and His Wife Catherine Richards

Chapter 9: Family Members of Catherine Richards Millard Immigrate

William Howell Richards Emigrates

In the fall of 1877, Catherine’s brother William
Howell Richards emigrated to Utah.  William had
lived a difficult life.  He had moved from Wales to
England where he had been widowed three times,
and for a short period he raised two young sons
alone.  However, in 1869, he married a new convert
to the LDS Church, Lucy Renton, who was just
sixteen years old.  

In 1877 they lived in the Bradford area of northern
England seventy miles west of Liverpool, where the
LDS Church had several branches,.  That fall they
traveled to the port in Liverpool where they and one
hundred and fifty other converts boarded the ship
Idaho, where they were the last emigrants that
season from the British Isles.  The Idaho was
powered by steam, not sails, so this journey to New York took only twelve days. 

William and Lucy, who was now twenty-five years old,  traveled with William’s second son, Will,
age eleven.  Surely he was helpful to his younger half-siblings, Edward, six, Jane, four, Catherine,
three, and baby Emma. William’s oldest son Thomas had recently died.  Twelve returning elders
were also on board.  Records from this voyage state that these saints had wonderful voices and
sang throughout their journey, in fact, singing after 10 p.m. had to be forbidden.  William and his
family took the train all the way from New York to Utah.

Perhaps they were met in Salt Lake by James Millard, but with his personal trials, James was not
in a position to assist William very much.  After living in Salt Lake City for a short time, William,
Lucy and their children traveled south to meet William’s brother, Morgan.  They settled in
Panguitch for a time but then moved to Manti, possibly having been asked to settle there to help
in the construction of the temple.   1

In 1879 William and Lucy were sealed in the St. George Temple, as the Manti Temple was still a
long way from being finished.  At this time they also performed ordinances for many of their
ancestors.   William received the endowment in behalf of his brother Thomas.  Without providing2

a death date, he recorded, “In the Church,” indicating Thomas had been a faithful member. 
William was also baptized for his grandfather Richard Richards, who was the father of his father
William, and he performed the baptism and endowment for his mother’s father, Thomas Howels. 
In addition, Lucy acted as proxy for William’s deceased wives so he could be sealed to them.

By the end of 1879, William had taken a plural wife, Mary Brown Woodhead.  Mary, age forty-

The steamship Idaho was built in 1869 and is shown
here with her crew.  She crossed the Atlantic from
Liverpool to New York City numerous times, often
carrying LDS converts and returning missionaries. 
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six, had been widowed earlier that year shortly after emigrating to Utah. She had five children,
three of whom survived infancy.   William traveled with Mary to the Endowment House in Salt3

Lake City where they were sealed.  While William and Mary did not have any children together,
William and Lucy had two more children by 1881, one of whom died.  This large, combined
family was loved by their neighbors in Manti, and William was known for having a special gift of
healing through priesthood blessings.  

Cousin William Richards Emigrates

In 1881, William’s cousin, also named William Richards, emigrated to Utah on the steamship
Wyoming.  William was the son of Edward Richards, Catherine and William’s uncle.  William, like
his cousin, had endured a difficult life in Wales.  His first wife and three of their four children had
died, leaving him with his youngest son, also named William.  His marriage to Mary Ella Lougher
took place in 1880 and they immediately made plans to emigrate.  Before leaving Wales, William
and Mary Ella adopted the orphaned children of William’s sister Barbara, Margaret and John,
bringing the children with them to Utah. 

Shortly after arriving in Utah, they traveled to Manti, obviously having been encouraged and
possibly financially supported by their cousin.  Sadly, young William and the adopted son John
both died shortly after their arrival in Manti, leaving the couple with their adopted daughter, now
thirteen.  William and Mary Ella were sealed in the Endowment House early the next year and
were faithful in performing temple ordinances for their ancestors and relatives. 

In 1882, William and his wives Lucy and Mary
moved across the valley to Ferron where they
lived in a one room log cabin.  President John
Taylor lived nearby on a farm while hiding
from federal marshals.  He had been sustained
as president of the LDS Church in 1880, and
as a polygamist, he was a large target of the
marshals.  The residents of Ferron kept on the
lookout for any strangers, although by this
time the federal marshals were well-known in
the Mormon communities.

William traveled to Salt Lake where he
worked to earn money for a larger home. In
his absence, Lucy, Mary and the children
stayed busy making adobe bricks.  When
William returned to Ferron for Christmas, he
was very ill.  Lucy was expecting their ninth child, and she was quite weak.  On the 11  of Marchth

she gave birth to a baby boy, but Lucy died the next week.  William, still sick from his illness in
the fall, tragically died the next month. He was fifty-eight. 

Their sons, Will, who had just turned twenty, and Edward, age twelve, returned to Manti where
they lived with their father’s cousin William Richards, whose wife gave birth to their only child,

LDS Church First Presidency in 1880, L-R: First Counselor
George Q. Cannon, President John Taylor, and Second
Counselor Joseph F. Smith.
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Annie, the next year.  The boys’ sisters
were taken in by ward members.  

Jane, by then age ten, went to a family
who had just lost a daughter.  Catherine
was raised by the bishop but later lived
with Jane after she married.  Emma lived
with neighbors.  A couple desperately
wanted Mary, age two, but shortly after
adopting her, they moved to Colorado
and her siblings were very sad to be
separated from her.  The baby, James,
was cared for by several families, but he
died later that year.  

William’s widow Mary moved to Salt
Lake City where her two oldest children
settled.  She kept the Richards name until
her death in 1918 at the age of eighty-
five.

Alice Elizabeth Millard Watson Dies

Tragedy had not spared the Millard
family in Farmington.  In 1878 Alice
gave birth to a son she named John after
her brother.  Sadly, he only lived a week.  Alice became very ill with infection and died two weeks
later.  

Her family was present at her deathbed, and as she died, she hugged her brother John and said,
“Here is a brother that never spoke a cross word to me in his life.”  The whole family mourned
her loss, but Celia grieved for Alice like she had mourned for her mother, since Alice had cared so
much for her in the four years since Catherine had died.   

Walter L Grover

Death and difficult living conditions were not the only hardships for the early pioneers.  As in any
family, there were disagreements and the large Grover family in Farmington had its share. 

Walter Grover  and his half-brother Edward did not get along.   Amidst these problems,4 5

seventeen-year-old Walter left his father’s home in the winter of 1877 and hitched a ride to Logan
where his grandmother Elizabeth Walker Gillions lived.  

The widowed Elizabeth and her daughter Elizabeth, Walter’s mother, had walked across the
plains in 1856 as part of the first handcart company.  The mother Elizabeth had been widowed
twice since that trek and was now married to an eccentric British immigrant, John Gillions, whom

A photo taken of James Radford Millard and his children
sometime after the death of Alice in 1878. Back: Cecelia and
William Joseph, front: James, Mary and John.
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everyone loved.   John took pride in6

his large gardens and was happy to
have young Walter work alongside
him, helping with his farm stock and
difficult household chores.  

Walter was a spry young man,
weighing only one hundred and
fifteen pounds when he arrived at
his grandmother’s doorstep. 
During the next year, he gained
enough weight so as to not appear
skeletal.  

At the end of that year, Walter found work with a freighting
merchant.  He and a friend rounded up forty-four oxen who had
wintered on a range north of the Great Salt Lake and drove the
oxen to Elko, Nevada, southeast almost two hundred miles.  

Once in Elko, they located the merchant’s eight large prairie schooners.  Dividing the oxen and
wagons in half, they chained the eight wagons into two groups of  four, and then placed the oxen
into 22 yokes, with eleven yokes at each group of wagons.  They found two men in Elko who
wanted to travel to Utah, so they shared their supplies with these men who helped drive the
wagons, plus the horses the boys had ridden to Nevada, back to Utah.  This was very hard work
in difficult spring weather, but Walter and his associates accomplished the task.  Walter then
returned to his grandmother’s home in Logan where he worked for his step-grandfather.  

The First Primary is Organized

In 1878, the Millard’s friend and neighbor Aurelia Rogers was poised to take steps which would
leave a large mark in LDS Church history.  Sister Rogers, a highly thoughtful and spiritual
woman, was the mother of twelve children.  The beginnings of the first Primary organization came
from the concerns Sister Rogers had for the young boys in Farmington, possibly related to the
reformation of the Priesthood quorums began by President Young which had created a place in
the Church for the teenage boys.  

Aurelia wrote, “I had reflected seriously upon the necessity of more strict discipline for our little
boys.  Many of them were allowed to be out late at night; and certainly some of the larger ones
well deserved the undesirable name of ‘hoodlum.’  It may seem strange that in a community
calling themselves Latter-day Saints, children should be allowed to indulge in anything
approaching to rowdyism.  But it must be remembered that the age in which we live is one that
tends to carelessness in the extreme, not only in regard to religion, but also morality.  And not
only this, but in many instances our people have been driven about and persecuted on every hand,
until it has seemed to be all they could do to make a living for their children. . .Yet why should
anything be allowed to come before the most sacred duty of parentage, that of looking after the
spiritual welfare of the children?   . . . A fire seemed to burn within me. . . .

Elizabeth Walker Grover, the mother
of Walter L Grover.

Walter’s grandmother, Elizabeth
Coleman Walker Gillions.
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“A few weeks later Sister Eliza R. Snow Smith and Sister Emmeline B. Wells, from Salt Lake
City, came to Farmington to attend a Relief Society Conference.  After the meeting was over,
[they] stopped at my house for a short call.  The topic of our conversation was our young people,
and the rough, careless ways many of the young men and boys had at the time.  I asked the
question, ‘What will our girls do for good husbands, if this state of things continues?’  Sister Eliza
seemed deeply impressed with the question; and then I asked, ‘Could there not be an organization
for little boys, and have them trained to make better men?’”
Sister Snow  returned to Salt Lake City and met with John Taylor, in 1978 still president of the7

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.  After receiving his approval, she wrote Bishop Hess, who then
extended a calling to Sister Rogers to create an organization for the boys of Farmington.  Sister

Rogers wrote, “Up to this period the girls had not been mentioned; but my mind was that the
meeting would not be complete without them; for as singing was necessary, it needed the voices
of little girls as well as boys to make it sound as well as it should. . . . While thinking over what
was to be done for the best good of the children, I seemed to be carried away in the spirit, or at
least I experienced a feeling of untold happiness which lasted three days and nights.  During that
time nothing could worry or irritate me. . . This was a testimony to me that what was being done
was from God.”    

Louisa Haight, the wife of Horton Haight, was called to be a counselor to sister Rogers. Rhoda
Richards, one of the wives of Apostle Franklin D. Richards, became secretary.  The older
daughters of these two women, Sarah Richards and Keturah Haight, also worked in the Primary,
Sarah assisting her mother as secretary.  Celia and Mary Millard both helped teach the children. 
William Millard, by that time twelve years old, was among those who belonged to this Primary
Association.  Celia taught the children dialogues for plays and helped them sing.  Their
performances raised money for music and instruments for a Primary band.  This organization, with
over two hundred children at its very first meeting, became very successful and within a few years
the concept had spread to wards throughout Utah.  

During this time, Elizabeth Grover visited her son Walter in Logan at her mother’s home.  She
told him things were much better and implored him to return, which he did.  Upon returning to
Farmington, he worked on his father’s farm and hauled wood from the canyons for his father’s
families.  

This depiction of the first Primary is from a 1941 mural painted by Lynn Fausett in the Old Rock Church.  Eliza R.
Snow is shown seated far right, with Bishop John W. Hess at the pulpit.  Aurelia Rogers is standing next to him. Will
Millard, likely not specified in this painting, was a twelve-year-old Primary child, with his sisters Mary and Celia
teaching.
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1.I was fortunate to find a short biography of William in A Peach of a Place: A History of Ferron and Molen,
Utah, by Evelyn P. Huntsman, on which I have relied.

2.William had no easy way of learning of the temple work Catherine had performed in 1870 in the Endowment
House, so Lucy inadvertently was proxy for some of William’s ancestors for whom Catherine had been baptized. 
Information given at the time all these ordinances were performed was very helpful in current research.

3.Manti Ward records and the 1880 census show Mary and three of her children living with the family.

4.Walter Grover was my mother’s grandfather.  My mother, her mother, and my aunt Marilyn all told me that his
name was Walter L Grover, with the L standing alone.  The middle initial was not associated with a name, and this
was not uncommon for the time.  Early Farmington Ward records gave his name as Walter Grover, but later
Church records show the initial.  I suspect Walter added it during his lifetime.

5.Cecelia described the family problems in these words, “There was jealousy in the family.  One of the wives who
was somewhat of a favorite, had a son older than Walter, and it was a case somewhat similar to Hagar and Ishmael
of Bible fame, only in this case the father kept the wife and turned the son away.  Thus Walter was driven away

from home right in December, midwinter in 1877.  It almost broke his mother’s heart, but she could do nothing. 

She had several small children and had to endure it.”  Cecelia’s biography of her husband proved invaluable in
describing Walter’s life.

6.My grandmother, Mary Elizabeth Grover Innes, Walter’s daughter, knew this man.  Beside his name in her
genealogy records, she wrote, “The one we kids all loved.”  Mary was almost twenty-three when John died.

7.In researching another family, I studied 18  Ward records.  There, Eliza, known to us today as Eliza R. Snow,th

was known as, “Eliza Roxy Snow Smith Young.” In Sister Rogers’ history she was known as “Sister Smith”
because she was a plural wife of Joseph Smith even though she married Brigham Young after Joseph’s death.  In a
transcribed letter, Eliza signed her name as , “E. R. Snow.”  Apostle Lorenzo Snow was Eliza’s brother.

At this time, Walter received permission from his father to build a home for his mother on the
edge of their farm.  Walter took a wagon to the canyon where he chopped timber.  He then hauled
it to the sawmill and then back to his father’s property.  He hauled rock for the walls from the

hills, sand from one of the canyons and gathered clay
for mortar near the Great Salt Lake.  

His father hired a mason to built the rock walls of the
home, and when that was completed, Walter put on
the roof and shingles, laid the floors, hung the doors
and did all that was necessary to complete a lovely
two-room home for his mother, who at this time had
three children at home besides himself.  (Four
children had died young.)  Elizabeth was thrilled to
have this home and said, “It seems like heaven.”  The
following year, she gave birth to her last child in this
home.

Endnotes for Chapter 9:

Walter Grover built this home for his mother in
1879.  The home still stands and is occupied by a
business.
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